The Legal Aid Society (LAS) is a not-for-profit law firm first established by the Bar in 1958 to meet the legal needs of our community's poor. Currently, LAS is a joint City-County Department funded principally by the City of Evansville, the County of Vanderburgh and the United Way of Southwest Indiana. 

            LAS provides free civil legal representation to low income residents of Vanderburgh County - residents whose household incomes fall within 150% of the federal poverty level income standard - with administrative or civil cases venued in Vanderburgh County.  

            The majority of LAS' clients require assistance with family-law related cases - divorce, custody, parenting time, child support, guardianships and adoptions. Costs and expenses attendant to litigation are especially problematic for LAS' clients.    

            Prior to 2009, step-parents, grandparents, and others who had assumed responsibility for raising someone else’s child and sought permanency for that child via adoption proceedings could, with LAS' assistance, obtain a waiver of the Court's filing fees and a pre-adoptive home study at no cost. Until 2009 the County's Department of Child Services conducted and prepared home studies for LAS at no cost, and even bore the cost of our clients' criminal history checks.

            In 2009, however, Vanderburgh County ceded its control over local DCS operations to the State. Thereafter, DCS was instructed not to provide LAS any more free home studies or criminal history checks.  

            With the change in DCS policy, LAS sought funding from the EBF to meet its clients' adoption related expenses. The EBF awarded LAS $4,000 in 2010. To date, LAS has expended $1,381.00 of the grant in eight (8) adoption cases.  

            1.  LAS' client, a 31 year old man, adopted his wife’s 4 year old son.  The child's biological father consented to the step-parent adoption.  The EBF grant funded our client's $750 pre-adoptive home study.

            2.  LAS' clients, a paternal grandmother and her spouse, ages 55 and 56 respectively, petitioned to adopt their 7 year old granddaughter. They had raised their granddaughter since her birth and had, with LAS' assistance, been appointed as her legal guardians in 2005.  The child's mother was a homeless fugitive from justice. The child's legal father consented to the adoption. The EBF grant was used to pay for our client's $250 home study.  Unfortunately, family disputes arose which prevented the adoption from being finalized.    

            3.  LAS' client, age 71, adopted her son's two children - a 12 year old granddaughter and a 9 year old grandson. She had cared for her grandchildren since their births and had, with LAS' assistance, been appointed as their legal guardian in 2007.  The whereabouts of the children's mother was unknown.  Their father visited from time to time. Our client's sole source of income for the support for herself and the two children was a $641 monthly Social Security retirement benefit.  The EBF grant was used to pay for our client's $250 pre-adoptive home study.

            In 2010, the Juvenile Court began funding pre-adoption home studies for clients of LAS and the Volunteer Lawyer Program. However, the cost of criminal history checks, a minimum of $57.20, for those clients was not funded by the Juvenile Court.  LAS began using the EBF grant funds to meet the costs of its clients' criminal history checks. 

            4.  LAS' client adopted her 10 year old grandson.  The child's mother consented to the adoption.  The consent of the child's father, who had failed to establish his legal relationship to the child, was implied. The EBF grant covered the cost of our client's criminal history check. 

            5.  LAS' client, a 48 year old grandmother, adopted her 6, 8 and 14 year old grandsons.  The children have been in her home since the youngest's birth in 2005.  She had, with LAS' help, been appointed to act as her grandsons' legal guardian in 2007.  The children's mother, who was in the SAFE House, consented to the adoption. Two of the children had been abandoned by their fathers at birth. The third child's father consented to the adoption. The EBF grant covered the cost our client's criminal history check.  

            The progress made possible in these 8 cases, impacting 30 people - 8 children, 16 biological or alleged parents, and 6 adoptive parents -  is a result of EBF's 2010 grant of funding to LAS. The EBF grant removes the barrier to progress currently posed by the cost of criminal history checks required in adoption cases.  With $2,618.00 remaining, LAS looks forward to completing many more adoptions for its clients. 

